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Using Face-to-Face Live Video and Video Mail
to Improve English Communicative Ability

In November 2006, students majoring in English began completing homework
assignments using face-to-face live video and video mail. This is part of a research
project initiated with monies from a grant awarded by the MOE to Yuanpei and the
Applied English Department, and continued by an individual research grant awarded
to Professor Michael Jenks by the NSC. The purpose of the following teaching and
research project is to facilitate speaking and listening opportunities with English
majors in order to allow students to advance their conversational English abilities as
quickly as possible. The simple premise behind this project is that the more students
take the opportunity to listen and speak English, the faster they learn to listen and
speak in a natural, comfortable way. Students at Yuanpei should have well-rounded
learning opportunities to advance their skills with live conversation as well as in using
modern, cutting-edge forms of speech communication. As of November 15th, the
students had begun learning how to use a free video conferencing program called
"SightSpeed” that affords excellent voice and face synchronization, even at low
Internet bandwidth. Soon, each student will receive a digital video web-camera
courtesy of the MOE and NSC grants. The students will use these cameras from their
homes and dormitories to study English outside of the classroom.

Photo of the Face-to-Face Lab Composite picture taken from video
conversations with students during project time
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