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Series of Lectures on “How to Improve Your English Proficiency”
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Michael Hoey gave a speech at Yuanpei University

Yuanpei University was honored to have the Baines Professor of English Language and
Director of Applied English Language Studies Unit, University of Liverpool to deliver a
speech at International Conference Room, Kuang En Building on November 15, 2006,
15:00-17:00. The abstract of his speech is as follows:

Types of reading and ways of relating
Presented by Michael Hoey, Baines Professor of English Language and Director of

Applied English Language Studies Unit, University of Liverpool.

Abstract: In this lecture I will show how texts are a complex interaction between writer
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and audience, author and reader. Reading will
be shown to take three forms — committed

Types of readi

: : rele
reading, where the reader tries to get :
maximum sense out of a text, shallow reading, Michat
where the reader wants nothing more than the niversity «

sense that a text is coherent, and targeted
reading, where the reader focuses on certain
parts of the text at the expense of others. The
first two types of reading presuppose certain regular ways in which the sentences in a
text get related, which can be grouped as Matching relations (where the information in
two sentences is compared, contrasted, etc.) and Sequence relations (where the
information in two sentences is put in order, e.g. in time or logical sequence). These
relations relate back to the questions a reader wants answering as s/he reads.
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